Introduction
Several studies have shown that the morphology and physiological processes of leaves are largely influenced by light conditions in the environment. However, little is known about the importance of light conditions during the previous year on the development of leaves the following spring. A few researchers have reported contradictory information. Isanogle (1944) , Cormack and Gorham (1953) and, more recently, Goulet and Bellefleur (1986) found that light intensity before leaf expansion was not important in determining leaf characteristics and that leaf expression was not predetermined in the bud. Other reports concluded that the anatomical and physiological characteristics of early leaves (preformed in the winter buds, which emerge shortly after bud break) are primarily determined by the light conditions prevailing during the previous growth season (Hansen, 1959; Roy et al., 1986 (Table II) . 
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